
- Explore how the speaker’s conflicted feelings are developed throughout this passage 

 

 

Fame  
 
Sometimes in the over-heated house, but not for long, 

Smirking and speaking rather loud, 
I see myself among the crowd, 

Where no one fits the singer to his song, 
Or sifts the unpainted from the painted faces 
Of the people who are always on my stair; 
They were not with me when I walked in heavenly places; 

But could I spare 
In the blind Earth’s great silences and spaces, 

The din, the scuffle, the long stare 
If I went back and it was not there? 

Back to the old known things that are the new, 
The folded glory of the gorse, the sweet-briar air, 
To the larks that cannot praise us, knowing nothing of what we do 

And the divine, wise trees that do not care 
Yet, to leave Fame, still with such eyes and that bright hair! 
God! If I might! And before I go hence 

Take in her stead 
To our tossed bed, 

One little dream, no matter how small, how wild. 
Just now, I think I found it in a field, under a fence— 
A frail, dead, new-born lamb, ghostly and pitiful and white. 

A blot upon the night, 
The moon’s dropped child! 

 

From The Farmer’s Bride by Charlotte Mew (1916) 



- Explore how the writer uses images and symbols to convey meaning and/or emotion in 
this passage 

 

 

The Pedlar*  
 

Lend me, a little while, the key 
That locks your heavy heart, and I’ll give you back – 

Rarer than books and ribbons and beads bright to see, 
This little Key of Dreams out of my pack. 
 
The road, the road, beyond men’s bolted doors, 

There shall I walk and you go free of me, 
For yours lies North across the moors, 

And mine South. To what sea? 
 

How if we stopped and let our solemn selves go by, 
While my gay ghost caught and kissed yours, as ghosts don’t do, 

And by the wayside this forgotten you and I 
Sat, and were twenty-two? 

 
Give me the key that locks your tired eyes,  

And I will lend you this one from my pack, 
Brighter than coloured beads and painted books that make men wise: 

Take it. No, give it back! 
 

From The Farmer’s Bride by Charlotte Mew (1916) 

 

_______________________ 

*Pedlar: a travelling seller of goods 


