
 

 

 

Excerpt 1: Donald Trump, US Republican Leader, 2019 

“My fellow Americans: Tonight, I am speaking to you because there is a growing 
humanitarian and security crisis at our southern border. 

Every day, Customs and Border Patrol agents encounter thousands of illegal immigrants 
trying to enter our country.  We are out of space to hold them, and we have no way to 
promptly return them back home to their country. 

America proudly welcomes millions of lawful immigrants who enrich our society and 
contribute to our nation.  But all Americans are hurt by uncontrolled, illegal migration.  It 
strains public resources and drives down jobs and wages.  Among those hardest hit are 
African Americans and Hispanic Americans. 

Our southern border is a pipeline for vast quantities of illegal drugs, including meth, 
heroin, cocaine, and fentanyl. Every week, 300 of our citizens are killed by heroin alone, 
90 percent of which floods across from our southern border.  More Americans will die 
from drugs this year than were killed in the entire Vietnam War. 

In the last two years, ICE officers made 266,000 arrests of aliens with criminal records, 
including those charged or convicted of 100,000 assaults, 30,000 sex crimes, and 4,000 
violent killings.  Over the years, thousands of Americans have been brutally killed by 
those who illegally entered our country, and thousands more lives will be lost if we don’t 
act right now. 

This is a humanitarian crisis — a crisis of the heart and a crisis of the soul. 

Last month, 20,000 migrant children were illegally brought into the United States — a 
dramatic increase.  These children are used as human pawns by vicious coyotes and 
ruthless gangs.  One in three women are sexually assaulted on the dangerous trek up 
through Mexico.  Women and children are the biggest victims, by far, of our broken 
system. 

This is the tragic reality of illegal immigration on our southern border.  This is the cycle of 
human suffering that I am determined to end.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt 2: Angelina Jolie, UN Ambassador for Refugees, 2015 

“We're here today to talk about millions of desperate families – families so cut-off from 
civilization that they don't even know that a day like this exists on their behalf. Millions. 
And numbers can illuminate but they can also obscure. So I am here today to say that 
refugees are not numbers. They’re not even just refugees. They are mothers and 
daughters and fathers and sons – they are farmers, teachers, doctors, engineers, they 
are individuals all. And most of all they are survivors – each one with a remarkable story 
that tells of resilience in the face of great loss. They are the most impressive people I 
have ever met and they are also some of the world's most vulnerable. Stripped of home 
and country, refugees are buffeted from every ill wind that blows across this planet. 

I remember meeting a pregnant Afghani woman in a completely abandoned camp in 

Pakistan. She couldn't travel when everyone else was relocated because she was too 
late in her pregnancy. She was alone with her two children and another woman. There 
was nothing for miles around the camp – not a single tree, no other people in sight. So 
when they asked me to come in for tea I said I didn't feel it necessary. But being 
Afghans, they take pride in how they treat their guests so they insisted and they guided 
me into a small dirt house with no roof to keep out the scorching heat, and they dusted 
off the two old mats that they ate, slept and prayed on. And we sat and we talked and 
they were just the loveliest women. And then with a few twigs and a single tin cup of 
water, they made the last of their tea and insisted on me to enjoy it.” 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt 3: Keir Starmer, British Labour Prime Minister, 2025 

“Migration is part of Britain’s national story. We talked last week about the great 
rebuilding of this country after the war; migrants were part of that, and they make a 
massive contribution today. You will never hear me denigrate that. But when people 
come to our country, they should also commit to integration, to learning our language, 
and our system should actively distinguish between those that do and those that don’t. I 
think that’s fair. 

Equally, Britain must compete for the best talent in the world in science, in technology, 
in healthcare. You cannot simply pull up a drawbridge, let nobody in, and think that is an 
economy that would work. That would hurt the pay packets of working people – without 
question. But at the same time, we do have to ask why parts of our economy seem 
almost addicted to importing cheap labour rather than investing in the skills of people 
who are here and want a good job in their community. Sectors like engineering, where 
visas have rocketed while apprenticeships have plummeted. Is that fair to Britain? Is it 
fair to young people weighing up their future to miss out on those apprenticeships, to 
see colleges in their community almost entirely dedicated to one-year courses for 
overseas students? No, I don’t think it is. And truth be told, I don’t think anyone does. 
And yet that is the Britain this broken system has created. 

So, as this White Paper sets out, every area of the immigration system – work, family, 
and study – will be tightened up so we have more control. Skill requirements raised to 
degree level. English language requirements across all routes – including for 
dependents. The time it takes to acquire settled status extended from five years to ten. 
And enforcement tougher than ever because fair rules must be followed.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt 4: Nigel Farage, Reform UK, 2025 

“Today we’re going to talk about illegal immigration, in particular the boat crossings, but 
there’s more, of course, to the story than that. And perhaps it’s appropriate that we’re 
here this morning after yesterday, the scenes in Dover that took place as 650 people 
arrived. 650 people yesterday arrived into Dover. And last I heard this morning, there are 
many more boats on the way today. That will take us up to about 52,000 people since 
this prime minister and this government came into power. 

The mood in the country around this issue is a mix between total despair and rising 
anger. And I would say this that without action, without somehow the contract within 
the government and the people being renewed, without some trust coming back, then I 
fear deeply that that anger will grow. In fact, I think there is now as a result of this a 
genuine threat to public order. And that is the very last thing that we want. And I’ve been 
saying, of course, for a long time that it’s a growing threat to our national security. And 
we’ve seen just recently some arrests made of people that came by boat and they are 
suspected of being involved in some form of terrorism. Huge numbers of 
undocumented young males who throw their passports and iPhone into the English 
Channel when they get to the 12 mile line. something that I’ve been out and filmed. 
These huge numbers of people do constitute a threat. And I suppose the growing anger 
in the country over the course of the last few weeks is a cultural one in the sense that 
many of these young men come from countries in which women aren’t even second-
class citizens. And frankly, the public have now just had enough.” 



 

Excerpt 5: Robin Cook, Labour UK Foreign Secretary, 2001 

“The first element in the debate about the future of Britishness is the changing ethnic 
composition of the British people themselves. The British are not a race, but a gathering 
of countless different races and communities, the vast majority of which were not 
indigenous to these islands… It is not their purity that makes the British unique, but the 
sheer pluralism of their ancestry. 

The idea that Britain was a pure Anglo-Saxon society before the arrival of communities 
from the Caribbean, Asia and Africa is fantasy. But if this view of British identity is false 
to our past, it is false to our future too. The global era has produced population 
movements of a breadth and richness without parallel in history. 

Today’s London is a perfect hub of the globe. It is home to over 30 ethnic communities 
of at least 10,000 residents each. In this city tonight, over 300 languages will be spoken 
by families over their evening meal at home. 

This pluralism is not a burden we must reluctantly accept. It is an immense asset that 
contributes to the cultural and economic vitality of our nation. 

Legitimate immigration is the necessary and unavoidable result of economic success, 
which generates a demand for labour faster than can be met by the birth-rate of a 
modern developed country. Every country needs firm but fair immigration laws. There is 
no more evil business than trafficking in human beings and nothing corrodes social 
cohesion worse than a furtive underground of illegal migrants beyond legal protection 
against exploitation. But we must also create an open and inclusive society that 
welcomes incomers for their contribution to our growth and prosperity. Our measures 
to attract specialists in information technology is a good example. 

And it isn't just our economy that has been enriched by the arrival of new communities. 
Our lifestyles and cultural horizons have also been broadened in the process. This point 
is perhaps more readily understood by young Britons, who are more open to new 
influences and more likely to have been educated in a multi-ethnic environment. But it 
reaches into every aspect of our national life.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt 6: Enoch Powell, British Conservative, 1968 

“Here is a decent, ordinary fellow Englishman, who in broad daylight in my own town 
says to me, his Member of Parliament, that the country will not be worth living in for his 
children. I simply do not have the right to shrug my shoulders and think about something 
else. What he is saying, thousands and hundreds of thousands are saying and thinking—
not throughout Great Britain, perhaps, but in the areas that are already undergoing the 
total transformation to which there is no parallel in a thousand years of English history. 
Those whom the gods wish to destroy, they first make mad. We must be mad, literally 
mad, as a nation to be permitting the annual inflow of some 50,000 dependents, who 
are for the most part the material of the future growth of the immigrant descended 
population. It is like watching a nation busily engaged in heaping up its own funeral pyre. 
So insane are we that we actually permit unmarried persons to immigrate for the 
purpose of founding a family with spouses and fiancées whom they have never seen. 

For reasons which they could not comprehend, and in pursuance of a decision by 
default, on which they were never consulted, [ordinary Englishmen] found themselves 
made strangers in their own country. They found their wives unable to obtain hospital 
beds in childbirth, their children unable to obtain school places, their homes and 
neighbourhoods changed beyond recognition, their plans and prospects for the future 
defeated; at work they found that employers hesitated to apply to the immigrant worker 
the standards of discipline and competence required of the native-born worker; they 
began to hear, as time went by, more and more voices which told them that they were 
now the unwanted. On top of this, they now learn that a one-way privilege is to be 
established by Act of Parliament; a law which cannot, and is not intended to, operate to 
protect them or redress their grievances, is to be enacted to give the stranger, the 
disgruntled and the agent provocateur the power to pillory them for their private 
actions.” 



 

 

Excerpt 7: Katie Hopkins, The Sun, April 2015 

"No, I don’t care. Show me pictures of cokins, show me bodies floating in water, play 
violins and show me skinny people looking sad. I still don’t care. Because in the next 
minute you’ll show me pictures of aggressive young men at Calais, spreading like 
norovirus on a cruise ship. Watching them try to clamber on to British lorries and steal 
their way into the UK, do I feel pity? Only for the British drivers, who get hit with a fine 
every time one of this plague of feral humans ends up in their truck.  

Understand this, these two populations are the same. The migrants harassing Brit 
truckers at the port are the same as the vagrants making the perilous trip across the 
Med. And there is no stopping them. 170,000 came last year. During a recent operation 
by the Italian coastguard to rescue migrants ok the coast of Libya, the people trakickers 
threatened crew with Kalashnikovs to get their vessel back. Clearly, boats are in short 
supply. And that is a good thing. No boats, no migrants.  

There is a simple solution to this. It’s time for the Italians to stop singing opera, drinking 
espresso and looking chic in chuking everything. It’s time to get Australian. Australians 
are like British people but with balls of steel, can-do brains, tiny hearts and whacking 
great gunships. Their approach to migrants is the sort of approach we need in the Med. 
They threaten them with violence until they bugger ok, throwing cans of Castlemaine in 
an Aussie version of sharia stoning. And their approach is working. Migrant boats have 
halved in number since Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott got tough.  

We don’t need another rescue project. The now defunct £7million-a-month Mare 
Nostrum — Italy’s navy search and rescue operation — was paid for (in part) by British 
taxpayers. And we don’t need a campaign from Save the Children to encourage more 
migrants to take the journey. What we need are gunships sending these boats back to 
their own country. You want to make a better life for yourself? Then you had better get 
creative in Northern Africa. Britain is not El Dorado. We are not Elysium. Some of our 
towns are festering sores, plagued by swarms of migrants and asylum seekers, shelling 
out benefits like Monopoly money. Make no mistake, these migrants are like 
cockroaches. They might look a bit ‘Bob Geldof’s Ethiopia circa 1984′, but they are built 
to survive a nuclear bomb. They are survivors.” 



 

Excerpt 8: Nelson Mandela, South African President, 1997 

“It is a great honour to add the voice of South Africa to the call for solidarity in 
addressing one of Africa's most urgent problems. When African Heads of States and 
Governments decided, in 1969, to address Africa's unique refugee problems in 
accordance with the Charter of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), they laid the 
foundation for the 1974 Convention that has become a landmark in the protection of 
refugees in Africa. 

Tribute must also be paid to NGOs and individuals whose tireless efforts to solve the 
refugee problem have made an indelible mark on our continent's history. 

Yet, our continent has the largest refugee problem in the world. Sadly, armed conflict 
and violation of human rights continue to be fundamental causes. In turn large-scale 
population displacements threaten continental peace and security. Unresolved refugee 
problems become a source of instability, violence and population displacements. 

Dealing with these problems is inextricably linked to achieving peace, upholding the rule 
of law and entrenching a human rights culture and democracy. Solutions to the refugee 
problem therefore require us to realise the principles of the African Charter emphasising 
political and civil rights and improved socio-economic conditions. 

The theme of Africa Refugee Day this year, "Together in Search for Solutions” is a call to 
all of us on the African continent to unite in the face of this pressing global problem. 
Africa's need for integrated approach is shared worldwide. No country can single- 
handedly accomplish these goals. 

The ending of apartheid and destabilisation, and the entrenchment of democracy have 
helped to reduce the number of Southern Africa refugees. The memorandum of 
Understanding between the United Nations High Commission for Refugees and SADC 
goes a long way to addressing the consequences of apartheid's destablisation policies. 

As long as armed conflict persists, Africa will need to formulate progressive and 
humanitarian refugee policies to deal with the crisis. To this end South Africa is 
committed to regional as well as inter-regional cooperation within the framework of the 
Organisation of African Unity.” 



 

 

Excerpt 9: Jacinda Ardern, New Zealand Labour Party Leader, 2017 (reported by 
Reuters) 

WELLINGTON (Reuters) - When Jacinda Ardern seized leadership of New Zealand's 
opposition Labour Party earlier this month, she quickly drew comparisons with youthful, 
cosmopolitan leaders like Canada's Justin Trudeau and France's Emmanuel Macron. 
But despite similar social media buzz about the 37-year-old's progressive credentials, 
Ardern is set to take a harder line than either of those leaders when it comes to 
immigration, a hot-button issue for the Sept. 23 general election. 
Ardern will almost certainly need to strike a deal with Winston Peters, the head of the 
nationalist New Zealand First Party and a staunch critic of immigration, if she is to wrest 
power from the conservative National Party. 
Ardern, a charismatic former president of the International Union of Socialists, has tried 
to distance herself from Peters' rhetoric, which has included accusing Asian migrants of 
"imported criminal activity". 
But she has no plans to drop Labour policies aimed at slashing the intake of foreigners 
by tens of thousands per year amid a migration boom blamed for everything from 
unaffordable housing to stagnant wage growth and overcrowded roads. 
"My focus is on making sure we have an immigration system that works for New Zealand 
and also gives those who are migrating to New Zealand the best opportunities and best 
chance possible," Ardern told Reuters in an interview. 
Those plans contrast with French President Macron's announcement that he would look 
into opening migrant processing centres in Libya, to avoid a dangerous trip for asylum 
seekers across the Mediterranean Sea. Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau, meanwhile, 
has positioned himself as an alternative figure to U.S. President Donald Trump by 
touting Canadian immigration as a success story. 
 

 


