|dentifying Euphemism and Dysphemism

Below is a table of euphemistic (softened language) and dysphemistic (hardened language)
phrases from George W. Bush’s ‘Ultimatum Speech’ given to pre-empt the US invasion of Iraq in
2003. For each example, propose a plain speech alternative that would make his use of language
more honest and forthright?

Phrases from Bush’s Type Plain Speech Alternative
Speech
Weapons of mass Euphemism
destruction
Regime change Euphemism
Coalition forces Euphemism
Operation Iraqi Euphemism
Freedom
Peacekeeping mission Euphemism
Collateral damage Euphemism
Friendly fire Euphemism
Targeted strikes Euphemism
Pre-emptive action Euphemism
Liberation of Iraq Euphemism

Axis of evil

Dysphemism

Brutal dictator

Dysphemism

Harboring terrorists

Dysphemism

Rogue state

Dysphemism

Threat to civilization

Dysphemism




