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Introduction

Lucky Strike is one of America’s most iconic cigarette brands. Originally introduced in
1871 by the R.A. Patterson Tobacco Company as a cut-plug chewing tobacco, the
name ‘Lucky Strike’ evoked the excitement of the California Gold Rush, a “lucky strike”
of fortune. In 1905, the brand was acquired by the American Tobacco Company, which
transformed it into a cigarette line in 1916, setting the stage for decades of influential
marketing.

From the start, Lucky Strike distinguished itself through bold advertising. In 1917, the
slogan “It's Toasted” was launched to emphasize a unique manufacturing process — the
tobacco was toasted rather than sun-dried — promising a superior flavour. This simple
phrase became one of the most enduring taglines in advertising history. During the
1920s, Lucky Strike pioneered campaigns that tapped into psychology and cultural
trends. Under the guidance of Edward Bernays, the ‘father of public relations,’ Lucky
Strike broke social taboos by linking smoking to women’s liberation. Bernays’ famous
Torches of Freedom stunt during the 1929 Easter Parade positioned cigarettes as
symbols of independence, opening a vast new market of women consumers ripe for the
messages of advertising.

The 1930s and 1940s saw Lucky Strike embrace celebrity glamour, with endorsements
from Hollywood stars like Jean Harlow and Joan Crawford. Ads promised sophistication
and even health benefits, claiming cigarettes soothed throats and helped maintain slim
figures with slogans like “Reach for a Lucky instead of a sweet.” During World War |,
patriotism became central to the brand’s identity. The campaign ‘Lucky Strike Green
Has Gone to War' explained the switch from green to white packaging as a contribution
to the war effort, reinforcing national pride while appealing to female consumers (believe
it or not, a scientific study identified just this shade of green as having ‘feminine
appeal’).

By the 1950s, Lucky Strike ads reflected postwar optimism and modernity, using sleek
design and aspirational messaging to position smoking as a marker of success. Across
these decades, Lucky Strike didn’t just sell cigarettes. The brand sold ideas of health,
beauty, freedom, and patriotism, making its campaigns a masterclass in how advertising
adapts to cultural and social changes.



How to Study Lucky Strike Adverts

In this Body of Work you will find ads from some of Lucky Strike’s major campaigns
spanning the first decades of the twentieth century: Its Toasted, Cream of the Crop,
Reach for a Lucky Instead, Be Happy-Go Lucky. The collection here only scratches the
surface and there are many more iconic Lucky Strike ads for you to discover if you want
to research further.

When studying this Body of work look out for the evolution of the messages and values
contained in the advertising images and copy. In the early decades, health and wellness
dominated the messaging and ads often claimed that Lucky Strike cigarettes were “less
irritating” or even beneficial for digestion and throat comfort, using pseudo-scientific
language and endorsements from doctors to create a sense of credibility.

By the 1920s and 1930s, the focus shifted toward gender and liberation. Edward
Bernays’ famous ‘Torches of Freedom’ campaign positioned smoking as a symbol of
independence for women, linking cigarettes to sophistication and equality. This era also
saw the rise of celebrity and glamour, with Lucky Strike associating itself with Hollywood
stars and high society. Ads featured elegant clothing, luxurious settings, and
aspirational imagery designed to make smoking synonymous with style and success.

During the 1940s, patriotism became a central theme. World War Il campaigns such as
‘Lucky Strike Green Has Gone to War' tied the brand to American pride and the war
effort, using nationalistic imagery like flags and soldiers to reinforce solidarity. By the
1950s, Lucky Strike embraced modernity and achievement, presenting cigarettes as
symbols of confidence and progress through sleek design and bold typography.

Spend some time browsing and annotating the images presented in this collection, then
ask and answer the following questions:

e What desires or values do the ads appeal to?

e What techniques (both visual and verbal) make the ads effective?

e How do these ads reflect the historical and social context in terms of messages
and values around e.g. gender roles, class and status, patriotism and so on?



Light a Lucky
and youll never miss sweets
thatmakeyoufat’, _ .7~

Instead of cating between meals.. .,
instead of fattening sweets...beau-
tiful women keep youthful slendee.
ness thesedays by smoking Luckies.
The smartest and loveliest women
of the modern stage take thismeans
of keeping slender... when others
nibble fartening sweets, they light
a Lucky!

Lucky Serike is a delightful blend
of the world's inest tobaccos. These
tobaccos are toasted—a costly extra
process which develops and im-
provestheflavor. That'swhyLuckics
are a delightful alternative for fat.
tening sweets. That's why there's
real health in Lucky Strike. That's
why folks say: "It's good to smoke

Luckics."

For years this has been no secret
to those men who keep fitand trim.
They know that Luckies do not cut
their wind nor harm theie physical
condition. They know that Lucky
Strike is the favorite cigarette of
many prominentathletes,whomust
keep in good shape. They respect
the opinions of 20,679 physicians
who maintain that Luckies are less
irritating to the throat than other

cigarcttes,

A reasonable proportion of sugar in
the diet is recommended, but the
authorities are overwhelming thac
oo many fattening sweets are
harmful and thattoomanysuch are
eaten by the American people. So,
for moderation's sake we say:—

"REACH FOR A LUCKY
INSTEAD OF A SWEET.

“It’s toasted

No Throat [rritation-No Cough.

O3, The American Tobaceo Co , Mans larturess

Conseance Talmadge,

Charming Motion
Picture Soae

Cosmtance Talmadge,
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Puivare Soar

Reach for a

9 Lucky instead
of aswee.




For a slender figure—
"Reach for a Lucky instead of a sweet”

“Tt's toasted ™ remes imiaton: o cov




'AN ANCIENT PREJUDICE
HAS BEEN ED
Ny

Hoarding goid with the fas
natical weal of the miser has
vanished AMERICAN IN-
TELLIGENCE sponsora
thousands of Danking instis
totions fo which the individ.
wal safeiy entrusts Ais wealth,

“TOASTING DID IT"—

Gone is that ancient prejudice against ciga-
rettes— Progress has been made. We removed
the prejudice against cigarettes when we re-
moved from the tobaccos harmful corrosive
ACRIDS (pungentirritants) present incigarettes
manufactured in the old-fashioned way. Thus
““TOASTING' has destroyed that ancient
prejudice against cigarette smoking by men and
by women.

“TIt’'s toasted”

10 M0 The i Wi O, M No Throat [rritation-No Cough.




Smoking and

roat Protection
As viewed by 9651* Doctors

HAT is the quality that so many of

those whose voices are grecious have
found that makes LUCKY STRIKE ciga-
reties delighnful and of no possible injury %o
those voices?

For the seovwer, a sumber of physicians,
many of them leading phywicians, in varous
parts of the United States were recently
saked these two questioos

Qlln your joldoest i ihe boal Irealvwmsd oF
asting peocess appded to fobaccons pres
wouly aded and cured, Banly to free the
cifarvete from irritanion to the tArowt ?

9031 doctors answered this
questicns “YES

Qi=Do you 1hink from —_— —
your experience with -
LUCKY STRIKE cider Joseph Caidllaux,
rottes that they are Soss Noted
ireitating & sersitive of French Ovator,
fender throats than LI
other cifarettes, what-
ever the roason?

"1 havw fond your Lty
Sere Olgarvtion very agree

ahie. They & ven hart o

[ S S
11105 doctors srwwered this ouestion”YES ™ VeI sesdhing v @y velon®
Consider what these figures mesn; consider \" ( :’7_’ 2 ,‘
that they repevsent the opinka and experi 2 L)
e of doctors, those whose busineas it /
is to know. 7

*
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“It’s toasted” -

No Throat Irritation -No Cough.




2() 67() Physumns

say g

LUCKIES

are less i taiuzg

“It’'s toasted”

Your Throat Protection against irritation-against cough




20,679 Physicians

say LUCKIES are
loss uwtatuzg

Toasting removes
dangerous irritants
that cause
throat irritation

and coughing

It s toasted”

Your Throat Protection —

against lrmaﬂon—gcmst cough.

CRrfvoe whitdater; buy the adveatind Maed riery Lime!



“Luckies are certainly kind tc my throat”

HOT TAMALE!
Lupe londed in Hollyweod with
one lone dollarand no partto play
<« But now the has nine fur coats,
15¢conaries and the world's loudest
lounging pojomos, We hope you
liked hee in the M-G-M PICTURE,
““THE CUBAN LOVE SONG," as
much o3 we did. Lupe’s been o
LUCKY fon for two years...There
woi no = whot is politely called
“fimancial consideration” for her
statement. Grocios, Lupe!

A LS MR RO AN W AN RS

“No harsh irritants for Lupe. I'm a Lucky fan.
There's no question about it—Luckies are certainly
kind to my throat. And hurrah for that improved
Cellophane wrapper of yours—it reallyopenswnh
out a tug-o'-war—thanks to that tab.”

“It's toast?d

YourThroatP againstirritatl againstcough
An‘ .u-wn Proot Callephame Keeps that “ Tosstod ' Flaver Ever Frosh |1\




“LUCKIES are my standby”

CHIF OFF THE OLD BLOCK "LUCKIES are my standby. 1 buy them exduu"\:lv. !’\'e
Cooh ia o Poppe femoss nome? tried practically all brands but LUCKY STRIKES are kind
Not Dovgles Fairsants, Je,) Fas to my throat. And that new improved Cellophane wrapper
::':"-:.:-' e b ‘,......“:' that opens with a flip of the finger is a ten strike”

1.2 port like @ Brick Wrovgh o plate-
0hous wisdaw, Dowp bouss She & pwa,
ond we don’t mesn g polooke ... e
bos mudies [he 0 wrsatier. When

wedimwng, Ae hengs Na dethes on 2 .’ i’
e chendelier, The Box offiies e e

his fotest FIRST NATIONAL MCTURE, S as

“UNION DEPOT."™ Dow Mt sheck 1o

LUCKIES four year, et didn ) atick -
0 marbors G4 LUCKIES amyibving for bis Your Throot Protection = against Irritation ~ against cough
tind words. “You're 0 Brick, Dovg. " And -d—-hul Collophans Keaps ot “Tassted™ Flaver Ever Frosh

TUNTE IN LUCKY STRIKE 00 minsses wirh dhe wankd's fmert dance orchoamas and Wakir Wisihell svrey Tuondas, Thessdiy wad fusnes deey evaning snrs NLC, apmen by




IS THIS YOU FIVE YEARS FROM NOW?

When tempted to over-indulge

"Reach for @ Lucky instead”

HBe moderate=be moderate in alf things,
even in smoking. Avoid that future shad-
ow® by avoiding over-indulgence, if you
would maintain that modern, ever youth.
fal figure. “Reach for a Lucky instead.”

Lucky Strike, the finest Cigarette
you ever smoked, made of the finest
tobacco—The Cream of the Crop—
“IT'S TOASTED.” Lucky Strike
has an excra, secret heating process.
Everyone knows that heac purifies
and so 20,679 physicians say that
Luckies are less irritating to your
throat. 3

“It’s toasted”

Your Throat Protection —against irritation —against cough.
*We do not say smoking Luckies reduces flesh. We do say when tempted to over-indulge, “Reach for a Lueky instead.”




FUTURE SHADOW

by retraining from over-

) <o, if you would

maintain the modern fig-
ure of fashion

We do not represent that
smoking Lucky Strike Ciga-
recees will bring modern figures
or cause the reduction of flesh.
Wedo declare that when tempt-
ed to do yourself too well, if
you will “Reach for & Lucky”
instead, you will thus avoid
over-indulgence in things that
cause excess weight and, by
avoidingover-indulgence,main-
taio -’modern. graceful form.

Your Throat

“It’g:o

— —




FACE THE FACTS!

When tempted o @mm@?mﬂg@

"Reach fcr a Lucky mstead

Be maderstr~be moderare (o ol ehlaga
| even in amolang. Aveid dhac ferure
| Saden * 3y avedding inerdsdelgeace, f you
would maistan that modien, sveryoued.
063 figare. “Kesdh fow o Swaby insiesd”

Lucky Strike, the finest Cigaretee you cver
smoked., made of the finest tobacco—The
Cream of the Crop—"1T'S TOASTED.”
Lucky Strike has an exera, sccret heats
ing process, Everyone knows that heat puri-
fies and so 20,679 physicians say that
Luckies urc less irritating to your throat.

‘Tt’s toasted”

Your Throat Protection—against irritation—against cough.

*We do not say smoking Luckles ecduces flesh. We do say when tempeed to over-indulge, "Reach for 2 Lueky instead.”
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HERBERT MARSHALL® TELLS HOW THE THROAT-
STRAIN OF ACTING CALLS FOR A LIGHT SMOKE

Ole.

, selling

o know tobacco

*Co-storring with Barboro Stanwyck
in RKO's “A Love Like Thet™

A Light Smoke

EASY ON YOUR THROAT~-"IT'S TOASTED"




"A DISTINCT e
ccnrlulu'nou




DO YOU INHALE ?

A frank

discussion
at last

on a subject that
has long been “taboo”

" YET sleeping dogs lie!™ So said

the cigaretce ceade when firse

we raised the subject of inhaling.

But dodging an important issue is
not Lecky Serike’s policy!

Do you inhale? That question is
vitallyimportant... for covry smaber
iohales —knowiogly or uaksow-
ingly. Every smoker breathes in
some pare of the smoke he or she
draws owt of a cigareie! And the
delicate membranes of your throat
demand that your smoke be pere,
clean—freo of cortain impurities!

No woader Lucky Steiko dares to
raise this vital guestion! For Luckies
bring you the peotection you waat
«+ - because Luckies' famous purify.
fog peocess removes ceresin im-
purities coacealed in every tobacco
leaf, Luckies created that process.
Ownly Luckics have it!

So, whether you inbale know-
ingly or wakeowiagly, safeguard
those delicate mombrases!

“It’s toasted”

You Prafortien - pgelee] Pyitofien ~ ageleni somgl

0. K. AMERICA
TUNE IN ON LUCKY STRIKE—E0 modovn whnacn wish e woldy fuor dowe wboiras, sad
Jomvay Lacky Soride fravurer, evesy Tonsdsy, Tharsday and Soturday eveming sver N 8. G moiwwels,



Her Singing Cooch Advisec

A\ Light Smoke a8

CAROLE LOMBARD PREFERS LUCKIES . e'»
BECAUSE THEY'RE EASIER ON HER THROAT !

.\\.“'\| ) 10 aoE A recent picture,”
v Carole Lombard, 1 comidered i
I okin

S KTRAT

* $%0r of 1he now Poromaent prodection " True Contession’

A Light Smoke

EASY ON YOUR THROAT~"IT'S TOASTED"

WITH TOBACCO EXPERTS...
* WITH MEN WHO KNOW TOBACCO BEST

é‘fwé‘-gézto/




Her Throat Insured

For*>0.000)

DOLORES DEL R10* tells why it's good
business for her to smoke Luckies...
“That S50,000 insucance i g studio precaution sgainsg

ay bolling upa phetare,” says Mise Del Rio, "Sa Tuke

g a0 iritated throat. Noputter how ssuch

no chance
I e my yoioe in acting, | alwavs fimd Lockie: geatle.”

They will le gentle on your threat, tvo, Here's why
e Luiekies' eaclmsive “Tonting™ process expels oo

tain horsh ievitants found in all tobacoo, This makes

Luckios' fine tedacons even finer. . oa Dzfr smoke

Sworn records show that anong inde pendent tolacco
experts—men who Kuow tobacco aml ite qualities—
Laekies hiuve twice us maty exclusive sivokess us all

other cigaretios combined,

WITH MEN WHO RNOW TOBACCO BEST
R IS LUCKIES =2 TO |

P o PEL RIO
STAREING IV TOE Srnk CNTORVAOR
FICTUBE, “ st a Sl an Iais i




In a cigarette, taste makes the difference—

and Luckies taste better!

The difference betwoen “just smoking” and
roally enpoying your umoke  the faste of »
cigarette

You con taste the differonce in the uncothier,
mellower, more eajoyable taste of a Lucky
«ooand for two Importont resscos.

First, LS. /MF.T.-Lucky Strike means
fioe whacco., .. fine, mild tobacco that tastes
better, Theee's no wabstitute for fine tobacco,
ard dont let anybody tell you different.

Secondd, Lucises are made to taste better.
A mooth-after - month Cigaretto comparison,
messunng those important factors of work,
marahip that affect the taste of cigarettes
proves Lucky Steike iv the beat-made of all
five perncepal beards'

That's a fact - established in The Research
Laboratory of The American Tubacco Comn-
pany

So remch for & Locky. Enjoy the better
toate of truly fine tODACCO In & great cigarette
~Lucky Strke! Be Happy —Go Lucky!

z

\

and veri leading in iyt Pese T ~ /;'
By oot S Jon WSS ER E6w



LUCKIES TASTE BETTER
THAN ANY OTHER CIGARETTE !

Fine tobacco—and only fine tobacco—can give
you a better-tasting cigarette. And L.S./ MF.T.
—Tarky Strike means fine tobacco. So. for the
best-tasting cigarette you ever smoked, Be
Happy—Go Lucky! Get a carton today.

LS/M.FT - lucky Strike
@gans Fine Tobacco

CRPEL, bmE ANAR AN PRRALED Ehwe

real £ing;

nse.
\t really does "‘m:csmn.__

ow here's 3 sign | like

ST
ALUCKY STRIKE o
) FOR ALL AMERICA!

BUY

U.S.DEFENSE
BONDS

A,



Enjoy your cigarstie! Enjoy truly fine tobacco
that combines both perfect mildness and rich
taste in one great cigarette - Lucky Strike!
Perfoct mildness? You bet. Sclentific tests, confirmed by
three independent consulting laboratories, prove that
Lucky Strike is milder than any other principal brand.
Rich taste? Yes, the full, rich taste of truly fine tobacoo,

Only fine tobacco gives you both real mildoess and
rich taste. And Lucky Strike means fine tobacco. So en.
3y the kappy blending that combines peefect mildness
with a nch, troe tobacco taste. Be Happy~Go Lucky!




ing drink,
¥ wﬂhacuwng )
: ww‘l PQ‘;::‘; ';n‘téka g«:e‘s good
& times ke thess oo e
] taste petter than anY other
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LUCKIES TASTE BETTER
THAN ANY OTHER CIGARETTE !

Fine tobacco—and only fine tobacco—can give you

a better-tasting cigarette. And L.S./M.F.T.—

Lucky Strike means fine tobacco. That's why you'll

find that Luckies taste better than any other ciga-

rette. So, Be Happy—Go Lucky! Get a carton today.
me to Yot

ip from
here's 2 ¥P T0ie 4o ;
Now he e e oM Bay US- y

A LUCKY STRIKE
FOR ALL AMERICA!

BUY
U.S.DEFENSE
BONDS
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% .
sallyedelsteing@liage. cor

LS/M.ET-Lucky Strike Means Fine Tobacco
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