
Write a guided literary analysis on one passage only. In your answer you must address both of the 
guiding questions provided.
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On Saba’s last day in Addis Ababa, she had just one unchecked to-do left on her long and 
varied list, which was to explore the neighborhood on her own, even though she’d promised 
her relatives that she would always take someone with her when she left the house. But she 
ZDV�WZHQW\��D�JURZQXS��DQG�ZDQWHG�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�RQ�KHU�¿UVW�HYHU�WULS�WR�WKLV�FLW\�RI�KHU�ELUWK��
she’d gained at least some degree of independence and assimilation. So it happened that Saba 
had no one to turn to when she got to the intersection around Meskel Square and realized she 
KDG�VHHQ�RQO\�RQH�IXQFWLRQLQJ�WUDႈF�OLJKW�LQ�DOO�RI�$GGLV�$EDED��SRSXODWLRQ�IRXU�PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�
E\�RႈFLDO�FRXQWV��WKRXJK�QR�RQH�WKHUH�VHHPHG�WR�WUXVW�RႈFLDO�FRXQWV��DQG�HYHU\RQH�DVVXPHG�
LW�ZDV�PXFK�PRUH�FURZGHG��FHUWDLQO\�WRR�FURZGHG�IRU�MXVW�RQH�WUDႈF�OLJKW��7KDW�VLQJOH��VROLWDU\��
ORQHO\�OLWWOH�WUDႈF�OLJKW�LQ�WKLV�PXVKURRPLQJ�PHWURSROLV�ZDV�QHDU�WKH�ROG�1DWLRQDO�7KHDWHU��QRW�WRR�
IDU�IURP�WKH�81�RႈFHV��WKH�SUHVLGHQWLDO�SDODFH��WKH�IRUPHU�$IULFDQ�8QLRQ²D�NQRZQ��UHVSHFWHG�
part of the city located an unfortunate mile (a disobliging 1.6 kilometers) away from where Saba 
VWRRG�EHIRUH�D�VHD�RI�FDUV��FRQWHPSODWLQJ�D�GLႈFXOW�FURVVLQJ�

6PDOO��QLPEOH�YHKLFOHV��)LDWV�DQG�9:�%XJV��VNLPPHG�WKH�SHULSKHU\�RI�WKH�WUDႈF��WKHQ�
VHHPHG�WR�EH�ÀXQJ�Rႇ�FHQWULIXJDOO\��DOPRVW�JOHHIXOO\��LQ�VRPH�UDQGRP�GLUHFWLRQ��7KH�FHQWHU�ZDV�
a tangled cluster of cars slowly crawling along paths that might take an automobile backward, 
IRUZDUG��VLGHZDUG��,Q�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKLV�MDP�ZDV�D�VRPHWLPHV�YLVLEOH�WUDႈF�FRS�ZKRVH�WHQVH�MRE�
seemed to be avoiding getting hit while keeping one hand slightly in the air. He was battered 
by curses, car horns, diesel exhaust as he nervously shifted his body weight and tried to avoid 
these assaults. Saba quickly saw she couldn’t rely on him to help her get across. She dipped 
her foot from the curb onto the street, and a car raced by, so she retreated. A man walked up 
QH[W�WR�KHU�DQG�VDLG�LQ�(QJOLVK��³7UXH�VWRU\��,�NQRZ�D�JX\�ZKR�FURVVHG�WKH�VWUHHW�KDOIZD\�DQG�
gave up.”

Saba looked at the stranger. “Pardon, what was that?”
“He had been abroad for many years and came back expecting too much,” the man said, 

QRZ�VSHDNLQJ�DV�VORZO\�DV�6DED��³7KDW�VDG�PDQ�OLYHV�RQ�WKH�PHGLDQ�DW�WKH�ULQJ�URDG��,�EULQJ�KLP�
books sometimes,” he said slyly, taking one out of his messenger bag and holding it up. “A little 
ORFDO�ZLVGRP��GRQ¶W�VWDUW�ZKDW�\RX�FDQ¶W�¿QLVK�´�6DED�ZDWFKHG�WKH�VWUDQJHU�GDQJOH�KLV�WRHV�Rႇ�
WKH�FXUE��OHDQ�IRUZDUG��EDFNZDUG��IRUZDUG�DQG�EDFN��DQG�WKHQ��DV�LI�EHFRPLQJ�RQH�ZLWK�WKH�ÀRZ�
RI�WKH�FLW\��OXQJH�LQWR�WKH�WUDႈF�DQG�GLVDSSHDU�IURP�KHU�VLJKW�XQWLO�KH�UHHPHUJHG�RQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�
sidewalk. “Miraculous,” Saba said to herself as he turned, pointed at her, then held up the book 
again. Saba tried to follow his lead and set her body to the rhythm of the cars, swaying forward 
DQG�EDFN��EXW�FRXOGQ¶W�¿QG�WKH�EHDW�

As she was running through her options, a line of idling taxis became suddenly visible 
when a city bus turned the corner. She realized that, as impractical as it seemed, she could  
KDLO�D�FDE�WR�JHW�KHU�DFURVV�WKH�EXV\�VWUHHW��7KH�WULS�WRRN�WHQ�PLQXWHV��WKH�IDUH�FRVW����86'�� 
for she was unable to negotiate a better rate, though at least she’d found a way to the other 
side. She turned back to see the taxi driver leaning out the window talking to a few people, 
gesturing at her, laughing, and she knew just how badly she’d fumbled yet another attempt to  
¿W�LQ��$OO�PRQWK�6DED�KDG�IDLOHG�DOPRVW�HYHU\�WHVW�VKH¶G�IDFHG��DQG�WKRXJK�VKH¶G�VHL]HG�RQH�ODVW�
chance to see if this trip had changed her, had taught her at least a little of how to live in this 
culture, she’d only ended up proving her relatives right: she wasn’t even equipped to go for a 
walk on her own. What she thought would be a romantic, monumental reunion with her home 
FRXQWU\�KDG�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�D�¿DVFR��VKH�GLGQ¶W�EHORQJ�KHUH�

³7KH�6XLWFDVH´�E\�0HURQ�+DGHUR��&RS\ULJKW��������E\�0HURQ�+DGHUR�� 
XVHG�E\�SHUPLVVLRQ�RI�7KH�:\OLH�$JHQF\�//&
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- In what ways does the author use contrast to develop the passage?


