
Write a literary commentary on one of the following:
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$QQDEHO�ZDV�QRZ�LQ�GHPDQG�IRU�VPDOO�SDUWV�LQ�¿OPV��DOZD\V�RI�WKH�VDPH�W\SH��VKH�ZDV�
called for wherever a little slip of a thing was needed – the typist who just happened to return to 
WKH�RႈFH�IRU�WKH�SDUFHO�VKH�KDG�IRUJRWWHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�IDWDO�DUJXPHQW�ZDV�LQ�SURJUHVV�LQ�WKH�ERVV¶V�
URRP�QH[W�GRRU��WKH�OLWWOH�KRXVHPDLG�ZKRVH�XQIRUHVHHQ�DPRURXV�H[FKDQJHV�ZLWK�WKH�GHOLYHU\�
ER\�ZD\ODLG�WKH�ÀLJKW�SODQV�RI�WKH�NLGQDSSHUV��WKH�ZDLI�RQ�WKH�XQGHUJURXQG�UDLOZD\�ZKR�ZDV�RQH�
of those who never got home to her lodgings at Poplar; and then she played a more prominent 
SDUW�DV�WKH�QXUVH�ZURQJIXOO\�DFFXVHG�RI�VWHDOLQJ�GUXJV��DQG�ZKR�ZRNH�XS�E\�DQG�E\�LQ�D�SULYDWH�
URRP�RI�D�KRVSLWDO�LQ�%DQJNRN��XQGHU�WKH�ZDWFKIXO�H\HV�RI�D�µQXUVH¶�ZKRP�VKH�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�D�
IRUPHU�SDWLHQW�RI�KHUV��DQG�VKH�SOD\HG�PDQ\�RWKHU�SDUWV��+HU�H\HV�ZHUH�QRW�ODUJH��EXW�RQ�WKH�
VFUHHQ�WKH\�FDPH�RXW�VR��E\�VRPH�P\VWHU\��%\�VRPH�GHHSHU��PRUH�LQYROYHG�P\VWHU\��DQRWKHU�
WHQ�\HDUV�ZHUH�WR�SDVV�EHIRUH�/XLJL�/HRSDUGL��ZKRP�PDQ\�RI�KLV�IULHQGV�FDOOHG�µ9¶�±�SURQRXQFHG�
µ9RR¶�±�EHFDXVH�KLV�UHDO�QDPH�ZDV�9LQFHQ]R��WKH�,WDOLDQ�SURGXFHU��WUDQVIRUPHG�KHU�H\HV��RQ�
SLFWXUH�VFUHHQV��LQWR�WKRVH�RI�D�&DW�7LJHU���7KH�¿OP�FRPSDQ\¶V�SUHVV�VHFUHWDU\�¿UVW�GHVFULEHG�
KHU�DV�µ7KH�&DW�7LJHU¶�LQ�WKH�SXEOLFLW\�WKDW�SUHFHGHG�WKH�¿OP�The House on the Piazza with 
ZKLFK�VKH�PDGH�KHU�¿UVW�ELJ�VXFFHVV��%XW�EHIRUH�KHU�¿OP�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�/XLJL�KDG�FKDQJHG�WKLV�
WR�µ(QJOLVK�/DG\�7LJHU¶��DV�VKH�ZDV�KHQFHIRUWK�GHVFULEHG�RQ�WKH�ELOOLQJ�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�SODFHV��

%XW�LQ�WKRVH�HDUOLHU�WLPHV�ZKHQ�VKH�EHJDQ�WR�EH�LQ�GHPDQG�LQ�(QJOLVK�¿OPV��VKH�KDG�QR�
PHDQV�RI�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�VKH�ZDV��LQ�IDFW��VWXSLG��IRU��DIWHU�DOO��LW�LV�WKH�GHHS�FRUH�RI�VWXSLGLW\�WKDW�LW�
WKULYHV�RQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�ORRNLQJ�JODVV��+HU�KXVEDQG��ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�LQ�KLV�FRPSDQ\�ZLWK�KLV�
PHQ�IULHQGV��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�ZLWK�%LOO\�2¶%ULHQ��WROHUDQWO\�DQG�TXLWH�DႇHFWLRQDWHO\�LQVLQXDWHG�WKH�
IDFW�RI�KHU�VWXSLGLW\��DQG�VKH�DFFHSWHG�WKLV�ZLWKRXW�UHVHQWPHQW�IRU�DV�ORQJ�DV�LW�GLG�QRW�FRQYH\�
WR�KHU�DQ\�VHQVH�RI�FRQWHPSW��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�HDUQLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�PRQH\�WKDQ�KHU�
KXVEDQG�VHHPHG�WR�KHU�DW�WKDW�WLPH�D�VLPSOH�SURRI�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�ZRUN��7KH�WKRXJKW�
RI�KLV�OD]LQHVV�QDJJHG�KHU�DJDLQVW�DOO�FRQWUDU\�HYLGHQFH�DQG�HPHUJHG�LQ�XQSOHDVDQW�IRUPV��
XQIRUHVHHQ�PRPHQWV��HPEDUUDVVLQJ��VRPHWLPHV�LQ�SXEOLF��IURP�KHU�VKDUS�OLWWOH�WHHWK�

µ6RUU\��,¶YH�JRW�WR�JR�KRPH�WR�EHG��,¶P�WKH�ZRUNHU�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�¶
$QG�PRUH�DQG�PRUH��)UHGHULFN�VWD\HG�DW�KRPH�DOO�GD\�LQ�WKHLU�.HQVLQJWRQ�ÀDW��OLYLQJ�RQ�KHU�

PRQH\��UHDGLQJ�ERRN�DIWHU�ERRN�±�DOO�WKH�ERRNV�KH�KDG�QHYHU�KDG�OHLVXUH�WR�UHDG�EHIRUH��+H�KDG�
FUDYHG�IRU�WKLV�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�KLV�OLIH��7KHUH�ZHUH�IHZ�SDUWV�VXLWHG�WR�KLV�DFWLQJ�WDOHQWV��VR�IDU�
DV�WDOHQW��FRQWLQXDOO\�XQDSSOLHG��FDQ�EH�VDLG�WR�H[LVW��)UHGHULFN��KRZHYHU��KHOG�WR�D�WKHRU\�WKDW�
a random collision of the natal genes had determined in him a bent for acting only substantial 
SDUWV�LQ�SOD\V�E\�6WULQGEHUJ��,EVHQ��0DUORZH�DQG�&KHNRY��EXW�QRW�6KDNHVSHDUH���DQG�VR�IDU�
DV�WKDW�ZHQW�KH�ZDV�ULJKW��HYHU\WKLQJ�EHLQJ�GUDEO\�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�VSKHUH�RI�K\SRWKHVHV��QRWKLQJ�
EHLQJ�PHDVXUDEO\�RU�UHGHHPDEO\�ZURQJ��,Q�IDFW��KLV�GHFLVLRQ�DERXW�ZKDW�SDUWV�KH�ZDV�VXLWHG�WR�
perform on the stage of the theatre did not matter; he was never considered for any parts in the 
plays he wanted to act in.

0XULHO�6SDUN��The Public Image��9LUDJR�3UHVV

M19/1/AXENG/HP1/ENG/TZ2/XX– 2 –

Douglas Sillett

Douglas Sillett

Douglas Sillett
- Comment on the ways in which the idea of a ‘public image’ is developed in this passage.


