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7KH�XQIXQQ\�LURQ\�RI�LW�EHFDPH�D�IDPLO\�MRNH�
how she’d stood gossiping at the door with
– of all people at that fatal moment –
the insurance man.

Beyond the Providential1 shoulder
half her attention’s on her white border:
cool blooms, shades of everything cold.
6KH�ZDYHV�WR�D�QHLJKERXU�VDLOLQJ�RXW�ZLWK�KHU�SUDP�
Behind her, the dull safety of the house,
WKH�KDOI�NQRZQ�FDYHUQV�RI�KHU�FKLOGUHQ¶V�EHGURRPV�

6KH�FKDWV��VPLOHV�DW�QRWKLQJ�PXFK�
XQWLO�WKH�PRUGDQW�UHHN�RI�VPRNH
IURP�WKH�NLWFKHQ�UHDFKHV�KLP��WKHQ�KHU�
1H[W��WKH�FOXWFK�RI�SDQLF�FKHFNLQJ�DOO�UHVSRQVHV�
6KH�ZDWFKHV�ÀDPHV�UXQ�ORYLQJO\�RYHU�HYHU\WKLQJ�
EULJKWQHVV��WKHQ�EODFN��SDWWHUQLQJ�KHU�H\HV�

What to save for whom.
3KRWRJUDSKV��WR\V�RU�OHWWHUV"
6KH�VFRRSV�WKH�FDW�DQG�KLV�RQH�ODVW�OLWWOH�OLIH
from the bathtub upstairs.

6KH�WHOOV�RI�WKH�KHDW��GHVFULEHV�WKH�KXQJU\�¿UH
WR�KHU�VWRQ\�IDFHG�KXVEDQG�
the raging beauty of it, the glorious energy –
You should have seen.  It was like drowning in light!
EXW�KH�¿QGV�QR�H[FXVHV�IRU�KHU�
'RHV�KHU�VXUYLYDO�PHDQ�D�WKLQJ�WR�KLP"

Next day, her children laugh
DW�VKDSHV�RI�PHOWHG�7XSSHUZDUH2 and glass.
7KH\�HDW�FROG�PHDOV�IURP�WKH�JDUDJH�IUHH]HU
and whisper their relief.
6KH¶V�VWLOO�WUHPEOLQJ�
(YHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ¶V�JRQH�
WKH�WUHDFKHURXV�WRDVWHU�NLOOHG�
7LPH�IRU�D�UH�¿W�
7LPH�WR�UH�WKLQN�KHU�OLIH�

&KULVWLQH�:HVW��ZZZ�SRHWU\IRXQGDWLRQ�RUJ�������

1 Providential: the Provident, a ¿QDQFLDO services RUJDQL]DWLRQ
2� 7XSSHUZDUH��SODVWLF�FRQWDLQHUV�XVHG�IRU�VWRULQJ�IRRG
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Explore how the idea of an ‘unfunny irony’ (line 1) is developed throughout this poem. 


