
Choose either question 1 or question 2. 

1. Analyse, compare and contrast the following two texts. Include comments on the similarities and 
GLႇHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WH[WV�DQG�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�FRQWH[W��DXGLHQFH��SXUSRVH�DQG�IRUPDO�DQG�
stylistic features.

Text A

Akshata,

%HFRPLQJ�D�IDWKHU�WUDQVIRUPHG�PH�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�,�FRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�WKRXJKW�SRVVLEOH��,�
FRXOG�QHYHU�JR�EDFN�WR�EHLQJ�WKH�SHUVRQ�,�XVHG�WR�EH�EHIRUH��<RXU�DUULYDO�LQ�P\�OLIH�EURXJKW�
XQLPDJLQDEOH�MR\�DQG�D�ODUJHU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��,�ZDV�QR�PRUH�MXVW�D�KXVEDQG��D�VRQ��RU�D�
promising employee of a fast-growing company. I was a father, who had to measure up to the 
expectations his daughter would have of him at every stage of her life.

<RXU�ELUWK�UDLVHG�WKH�EHQFKPDUN�RI�P\�OLIH��LQ�HYHU\�DVSHFW��0\�LQWHUDFWLRQV�DW�WKH�ZRUNSODFH�
EHFDPH�PRUH�WKRXJKWIXO�DQG�PHDVXUHG��WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�P\�WUDQVDFWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG�
PRUH�FRQVLGHUDWH��GLJQL¿HG��DQG�PDWXUH��,�IHOW�D�QHHG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�HYHU\�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�PRUH�
sensitively and courteously. After all, some day you would grow up and understand the world 
around you, and I didn’t want you ever to think that I had done anything even remotely wrong.

,�DP�RIWHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�WKH�TXDOLWLHV�WKDW�,�KDYH�LPSDUWHG�WR�P\�FKLOGUHQ��,�WHOO�WKHP�WKDW�LW�
LV�\RXU�PRWKHU�ZKR�VKRXOGHUHG�WKLV�JUHDW�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�,�DP�HYHU�VR�JUDWHIXO�WR�KHU�IRU�
EULQJLQJ�\RX�XS�WR�EH�WKH�¿QH�LQGLYLGXDOV�\RX�DUH��6KH�FRPPXQLFDWHG�YDOXHV�PRUH�E\�DFWLRQ�
than�E\�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKHP��6KH�WDXJKW�5RKDQ�DQG�\RX�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VLPSOLFLW\�DQG�
austerity. There was this one instance, in Bangalore1, when you were selected for a school 
drama for which you were required to wear a special dress. It was in the mid-eighties, Infosys2 
KDG�MXVW�EHJXQ�LWV�RSHUDWLRQV��DQG�ZH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�PRQH\�WR�VSHQG�RQ�QRQ�EDVLF�JRRGV��
<RXU�PRWKHU�H[SODLQHG�WR�\RX�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�EX\�WKH�GUHVV�DQG�WKDW�\RX�ZRXOG�
have�WR�GURS�RXW�RI�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH��0XFK�ODWHU��\RX�WROG�PH�WKDW�\RX�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�RU�DSSUHFLDWH�WKDW�LQFLGHQW��:H�UHDOL]H�LW�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�D�ELW�GUDVWLF�IRU�D�FKLOG�WR�
IRUJR�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�HYHQW�LQ�VFKRRO��EXW��ZH�NQRZ�\RX�OHDUQW�VRPHWKLQJ�LPSRUWDQW�IURP�WKDW�±�WKH�
importance of austerity.

Life has changed for us since then and there is enough money. But, you know, our lifestyle 
continues�WR�EH�VLPSOH��,�UHPHPEHU�GLVFXVVLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�PRWKHU�WKH�LVVXH�RI�VHQGLQJ�\RX�NLGV�WR�
VFKRRO�E\�FDU�RQFH�ZH�ZHUH�D�OLWWOH�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�PRQH\��EXW�\RXU�PRWKHU�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�5RKDQ�
DQG�\RX�JR�WR�VFKRRO�ZLWK�\RXU�FODVVPDWHV�LQ�WKH�UHJXODU�DXWRULFNVKDZ��<RX�PDGH�JUHDW�IULHQGV�
with the “rickshaw uncle” and had fun with the other kids in the auto. The simplest things in life 
are often the happiest and they are for free.

<RX would often ask me why there was no television at our home when the rest of your friends 
GLVFXVVHG�VWXႇ�WKH\�ZDWFKHG�RQ�79��<RXU�PRWKHU�GHFLGHG�HDUO\�RQ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�QR�79�LQ�
RXU�KRPH�VR�WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�WLPH�IRU�WKLQJV�OLNH�VWXG\LQJ��UHDGLQJ��GLVFXVVLRQV��DQG�PHHWLQJ�
IULHQGV��6KH�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�FRQGXFLYH�WR�OHDUQLQJ�
DW�KRPH��7KHUHIRUH��HYHU\�QLJKW�ZH�GHGLFDWHG�WKH�WLPH�EHWZHHQ��SP�DQG���SP�WR�SXUVXLWV�
that�EURXJKW�WKH�IDPLO\�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�SURGXFWLYH�HQYLURQPHQW��:KLOH�5RKDQ�DQG�\RX�GLG�\RXU�
VFKRROZRUN��\RXU�PRWKHU�DQG�,�UHDG�ERRNV�RQ�+LVWRU\��/LWHUDWXUH��3K\VLFV��0DWKHPDWLFV��DQG�
(QJLQHHULQJ��RU�GLG�DQ\�RႈFH�ZRUN�
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- Analyse the methods by which the writer shares his values in this letter.



It is quite a well-known fact that when a daughter gets married, a father has mixed feelings 
DERXW�LW��+H�KDWHV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�VRPHERG\�HOVH�LQ�KLV�GDXJKWHU¶V�OLIH�ZLWK�ZKRP�VKH�
shares�KHU�DႇHFWLRQV�±�D�VPDUW��FRQ¿GHQW��\RXQJHU�PDQ�ZKR�JHWV�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�HDUOLHU�
KLV�DORQH��,��WRR��ZDV�D�OLWWOH�VDG�DQG�MHDORXV�ZKHQ�\RX�WROG�XV�\RX�KDG�IRXQG�\RXU�OLIH�SDUWQHU��
%XW�ZKHQ�,�PHW�5LVKL�DQG�IRXQG�KLP�WR�EH�DOO�WKDW�\RX�KDG�GHVFULEHG�KLP�WR�EH�±�EULOOLDQW��
KDQGVRPH��DQG��PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��KRQHVW�±�O�XQGHUVWRRG�ZK\�\RX�OHW�\RXU�KHDUW�EH�VWROHQ��,W�ZDV�
WKHQ�WKDW�,�UHFRQFLOHG�WR�VKDULQJ�\RXU�DႇHFWLRQV�ZLWK�KLP��$�IHZ�PRQWKV�DJR��\RX�PDGH�PH�D�
proud�JUDQGSDUHQW��,I�KROGLQJ�\RX�LQ�P\�DUPV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�JDYH�PH�LQGHVFULEDEOH�MR\��VHHLQJ�
.ULVKQDD��\RXU�ORYHO\�GDXJKWHU��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DW�\RXU�KRPH�LQ�6DQWD�0RQLFD3��ZDV�D�GLႇHUHQW�
H[SHULHQFH�DOWRJHWKHU��,�ZRQGHUHG��ZKHWKHU�IURP�QRZ�RQ��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�EHKDYH�OLNH�D�ZLVH��
JUDQG�ROG�PDQ��%XW��WKHQ�,�UHDOL]HG�WKH�ERQXV�WR�JURZLQJ�ROGHU�DQG�EHFRPLQJ�D�JUDQGSDUHQW��,�
ZRXOG�KDYH�WKH�MR\�RI�SDPSHULQJ�D�FKLOG��%HVLGHV��\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\�VD\�DERXW�JUDQGSDUHQWV�
and�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�KDYLQJ�D�FRPPRQ�HQHP\�±�WKH�SDUHQW��,�DP�FRQYLQFHG�.ULVKQDD�DQG�,�ZLOO�
HYHQWXDOO\�H[FKDQJH�QRWHV�DERXW�\RX�DQG�EH�FRPSOHWHO\�RQ�WKH�VDPH�SDJH�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�
criticizing you!

$V�\RX�SXUVXH�\RXU�JRDOV�DQG�OLYH�D�FRQWHQWHG�OLIH��UHPHPEHU�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�SODQHW�IRU�XV�
WR�OLYH�LQ�DQG�WKDW�SODQHW�LV�QRZ�EHFRPLQJ�HQGDQJHUHG��5HPHPEHU�WKDW�LW�LV�\RXU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�
pass�RQ�WKLV�SODQHW�WR�.ULVKQDD�LQ�D�EHWWHU�FRQGLWLRQ�WKDQ�\RX�JRW�LW�IURP�XV��

Take care, my child! 
Lovingly, Appa4

$GDSWHG�IURP�,QIRV\V�)RXQGHU�1�5�1DUD\DQD�0XUWK\¶V�OHWWHU�WR�KLV�GDXJKWHU�IURP� 
6XGKD�0HQRQ¶V�Legacy: Letters from eminent parents to their daughters.  

3XEOLVKHG�E\�3HQJXLQ�5DQGRP�+RXVH�,QGLD�������

1 Bangalore: city in Karnataka, India
2� ,QIRV\V��VXFFHVVIXO�JOREDO�FRQVXOWLQJ�DQG�,7�VHUYLFHV�FRPSDQ\
3� 6DQWD�0RQLFD��FLW\�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��86$
4 Appa: father
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