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Choose either question 1 or question 2.

1. Analyse, compare and contrast the following two texts.  Include comments on the similarities and 
GLႇHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WH[WV�DQG�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�FRQWH[W��DXGLHQFH��SXUSRVH�DQG�IRUPDO�DQG�
stylistic features.
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Mogul emperor Shah Jahan built the Taj Mahal in Agra, India, 
as a tribute to his favorite wife, who died in childbirth in 1631.  
The white marble monument, with its sprawling gardens, took 
more than 15 years to build.

^ŝƚĞ: Taj Mahal
>ŽĐĂƟŽŶ: India
zĞĂƌ��ĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ: 1983
�ĂƚĞŐŽƌǇ: Cultural
�ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ: UNESCO World Heritage Masterpiece of 
�ƌĞĂƟǀĞ�'ĞŶŝƵƐ
ZĞĂƐŽŶ: The Taj Mahal is an iconic example of 
Mughal architecture and one of the most well 
known buildings in the world. 

 * * *
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- To what extent do you find the formal and stylistic features of this text conventional?

Douglas Sillett

Douglas Sillett

Douglas Sillett
- How might layout features, visuals and uses of language help convince a reader to visit the Taj Mahal? 
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dŚĞ�dĂũ�DĂŚĂů�ŝƐ�ǁŝĚĞůǇ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�
buildings ever created.  The exquisite marble structure in Agra, India, 
is a mausoleum, an enduring monument to the love of a husband 
ĨŽƌ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂǀŽƌŝƚĞ�ǁŝĨĞ͘��/ƚ Ɛ͛�ĂůƐŽ�ĂŶ�ĞƚĞƌŶĂů�ƚĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌƟƐƟĐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�ĂĐĐŽŵƉůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ǁĞĂůƚŚǇ�ĞŵƉŝƌĞ͘

Shah Jahan, “the King of the World,” took control of the Mughal 
Empire throne in 1628 very much in love with the queen he dubbed 
Mumtaz Mahal or “Chosen One of the Palace.”  The poets at Agra’s 
Mughal court said her beauty was such that the moon hid its face in 
shame before her.

The Mughals were at the peak of their power and wealth during 
Shah Jahan’s reign, and India’s rich lode of precious gems yielded 
him much wealth and power.  But he was powerless to stop Mumtaz 
Mahal’s death during childbirth in 1631.  Legend has it that she 
ďŽƵŶĚ�Śŝŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ĚĞĂƚŚďĞĚ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�ŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�
tomb ever known.

Promise or no, Shah Jahan poured his passion and wealth into 
ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ũƵƐƚ�ƐƵĐŚ�Ă�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ϮϬരϬϬϬ�ƐƚŽŶĞ�
ĐĂƌǀĞƌƐ͕�ŵĂƐŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�/ŶĚŝĂ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�ĨĂƌ�ĂƐ�dƵƌŬĞǇ�
and Iraq were employed under a team of architects to build the Taj 
Mahal in the lush gardens on the banks of Agra’s Jamuna River.  They 
completed the epic task between 1631 and 1648.
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tŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĐŚͲĂŶĚͲĚŽŵĞ�ƉƌŽĮůĞ�ŽĨ�ĐůĞĂŶ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ŵĂƌďůĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ŝĐŽŶŝĐ͕�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ďĞĂƵƟĞƐ�ůŝĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�dĂũ�
DĂŚĂů Ɛ͛�ƉĂŝŶƐƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͗�ŝŶůĂŝĚ�ƐĞŵŝƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐ�ƐƚŽŶĞƐΎ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ĂŶ�ĞŶĐŚĂŶƟŶŐ�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�^ŚĂŚ�
Jahan came to visit his wife’s remains before he was eventually entombed at her side.

dŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƐĞƚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ůƵƐŚ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶƐ͕�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ĞŶŽƌŵŽƵƐ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŶŐ�ƉŽŽů�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĚŽĞƐ�ǁŚĂƚ�
no human has ever been able to accomplish—duplicate the beauty of the Taj Mahal.

^ŚĂŚ�:ĂŚĂŶ�ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ�ŐĂǌĞĚ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ŝŵĂŐĞ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ĚĂǇƐͶďƵƚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌ͕ �ŶŽƚ�Ă�ƌƵůĞƌ͘ ��
His son Aurangzeb seized the Mughal throne and imprisoned his father in Agra’s Red Fort (itself a World 
,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�ƐŝƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ�ƚŽƵƌŝƐƚ�ĂƩƌĂĐƟŽŶͿ͘��tŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ĂƐ�ĐŽŶƐŽůĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ƚŽƌƚƵƌĞ͕�^ŚĂŚ�:ĂŚĂŶ�ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞĚ�Ă�
view of the Taj Mahal from his window.

,Žǁ�ƚŽ�'Ğƚ�dŚĞƌĞ

�ŐƌĂ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĐŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶĚŝĂŶ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�hƩĂƌ�WƌĂĚĞƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞůů�ĂĐĐƵƐƚŽŵĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐͶƐŽŵĞ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�dĂũ�DĂŚĂů�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ ��dŚĞ�ĐŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďůĞ�ďǇ�ďƵƐ͕�ƚƌĂŝŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�;ůŝŵŝƚĞĚͿ�Ăŝƌ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�
ǁŝĚĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŽƵƌŝƐƚ�ĂŵĞŶŝƟĞƐ͘���ĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�dĂũ�DĂŚĂů�ĐŽŵƉůĞǆ�ŝƐ�ŽŶ�ĨŽŽƚ͘

tŚĞŶ�ƚŽ�sŝƐŝƚ

dŚĞ�dĂũ�DĂŚĂů�ŝƐ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌͲƌŽƵŶĚ�ĂƩƌĂĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŌĞŶ�ďƵƐǇ͕ �ƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ŶĞǁ�ƟĐŬĞƟŶŐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚŝŶŶĞĚ�ĐƌŽǁĚƐ�
Ăƚ�ƉĞĂŬ�ƟŵĞƐ͘��sŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ŽĨ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƐŽůŝƚƵĚĞ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ƚƌǇ�ĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ĞĂƌůǇ�Žƌ�ůĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ͘��KŶĞ�ƟŵĞ�EKd�
to visit is on Friday, when the Taj Mahal is closed.

,Žǁ�ƚŽ�sŝƐŝƚ

dŚĞ�ŵĂƵƐŽůĞƵŵ Ɛ͛�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐƚƌŝŬŝŶŐ�;ŝĨ�ƐŵĂůůŝƐŚͿ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞŐƐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ůĞŝƐƵƌĞůǇ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĂƟŽŶ͘���Ƶƚ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�
part of any visit to the Taj Mahal will be spent looking at the building from the outside.  The mausoleum’s 
ĐůĞĂŶ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ŵĂƌďůĞ�ƐŚŝŌƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŽůŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƚĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŽĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞͶĂ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�
ĞŶĐŚĂŶƟŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ Ɛ͛�ǁŽƌƚŚ�ůŝŶŐĞƌŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŐĂǌĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽƐǇ�ŐůŽǁ�ŽĨ�
dawn or the magical light of a full moon.

$GDSWHG�IURP�WKH�7DM�0DKDO�*XLGH�RQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�*HRJUDSKLF�7UDYHOHU��:RUOG�+HULWDJH�6LWHV��ZHEVLWH�
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* semiprecious stones: lesser valued gems
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