
Choose either question 1 or question 2.

1. Analyse, compare and contrast the following two texts.  Include comments on the similarities and 
GLႇHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WH[WV�DQG�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�FRQWH[W��DXGLHQFH��SXUSRVH�DQG�IRUPDO�DQG�
stylistic features.

Text A

SHOP EMPORIUM VELOCLUB BECOME A MEMBER NEWS AND RACING WOMEN’S CYCLING TECH ADVENTURE LEARN CULTURE

CYCLINGTIPS
Taiwan KOM Challenge – A Personal Account
By Daniel Carruthers1
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,�KDG�KHDUG�RI�WKH�IDPRXV�7RURNR�*RUJH�FOLPE�WR�WKH�VXPPLW�RI�:XOLQJ�D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR�DQG�
KDG�DOZD\V�GUHDPHG�RI�GRLQJ�WKH�DVFHQW�WR�WKH�FORXGV�DQG�EH\RQG��EXW�QHYHU�IRXQG�WLPH�WR�JR�
DQG�GR�LW���7KLV�WLPH��,�ZDV�EDFN�LQ�7DLZDQ�FRPSHWLQJ�LQ�WKH�Tour de Formosa��DQ�LQYLWDWLRQDO�
VHYHQ�GD\�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UDFH�IRU�GHDI�ULGHUV���7KH�RQO\�SUREOHP�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�.20��.LQJ�RI�WKH�
Mountain) Challenge was the day after my 800km race around the island of Taiwan concluded 
DQG�,�ZRXOG�DOUHDG\�EH�YHU\�WLUHG��KRZHYHU�WKH�DOOXUH�RI�FOLPELQJ�WKH�³EORRG�VWDLQHG�EHDVW´��DV�
WHUPHG�E\�7DLZDQ�H[SDW�SUR�ULGHU�/HH�5RGJHUV��GHHSO\�JULSSHG�PH�DQG�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GR�WKH�
FOLPE�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�WLUHG�,�ZDV���$V�DQ���NJ�F\FOLVW��,�DP�E\�QR�PHDQV�RI�FOLPEHU�EXLOG��QRU�GR�
,�SURIHVV�P\VHOI�WR�EH�D�JRRG�FOLPEHU�±�LQ�IDFW�,�GUHDG�KLOOV�LQ�ELNH�UDFHV�DV�WKH\�DUH�WKH�SODFHV�
ZKHUH�,�DP�GURSSHG�E\�WKH�OLJKWHU�ZHLJKW�ULGHUV���'HVSLWH�FRQIURQWLQJ�ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�³HYHU\�
F\FOLVW¶V�QLJKWPDUH´��,�ZDV�DWWUDFWHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�HSLF�FOLPE���,�DOVR�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�URDG�
WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�UDFH�RYHU�LV�IHDWXUHG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�WRS����PRVW�GDQJHURXV�URDGV��PRVWO\�GXH�WR�
the numerous landslides and the way the road snakes its way around the edges of the gorge 
ZLWK�D�JDSLQJ�GURS�RSHQLQJ�EHORZ��
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- How might the formal and stylistic features of this text appeal to a particular audience?
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,W�LV�DOVR�ELOOHG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VWXQQLQJO\�EHDXWLIXO�URDGV�WR�F\FOH�RYHU���,Q�VKRUW��LW�LV�D�FOLPE�
WKDW�VKRXOG�EH�RQ�HYHU\�F\FOLVW¶V�EXFNHW�OLVW2!

7KH�¿UVW���NP�ZDV�D�QHXWUDO�UROO�RXW�EHIRUH�WKH�JXQ�ZDV�VRXQGHG�DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�FOLPE��� 
The pack just surged forward and I found myself racing up near the front and, perhaps foolishly, 
DWWHPSWHG�DQ�DFFHOHUDWLRQ�DW�WKH�YHU\�IURQW��DQG�WKHQ�ODXQFKLQJ�RQH�RI�P\�WUDGH�PDUN�³VXLFLGH´�
DWWDFNV�JRLQJ�XS�D�VWHHS�JUDGH�LQWR�WKH�WXQQHO���,WDOLDQ�ULGHU�2UULFR�'DYLGH�IURP�WKH�$WODV�(QHUYLW�
WHDP�UHVSRQGHG�WR�P\�DWWDFN�E\�FKDVLQJ�PH�GRZQ���,�WXUQHG�DQG�VDZ�KLP�FRPLQJ��DV�,�VDW�XS�,�
saw that he had a smirk on his face and continued his acceleration.  From this point on, I was 
FRQWHQW�ZLWK�ULGLQJ�FRPIRUWDEO\�LQ�WKH�SDFN�

2QFH�,�KDG�UH�JURXSHG�P\VHOI�DIWHU�EHLQJ�GURSSHG��,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�SLFNLQJ�Rႇ�EORZQ�ULGHUV�RQH�
E\�RQH��SDVVLQJ�DOPRVW�D�GR]HQ�ULGHUV���,W�LV�D�JRRG�PRWLYDWLQJ�SRLQW�ZKHQ�WKLV�LV�KDSSHQLQJ��� 
,�DOVR�KDG�WLPH�WR�FKHFN�RXW�WKH�VFHQHU\�RQ�WKH�ZD\�XS�DQG�MXVW�FRXOG�QRW�EHOLHYH�P\�H\HV�DW�
KRZ�IDQWDVWLFDOO\�EHDXWLIXO�LW�ORRNHG���7KHUH�ZDV�VXFK�FRQWUDVW�WRR�DV�,�URGH�KLJKHU�DQG�KLJKHU���
)URP�WKH�OXVK�JUHHQ�GHQVH�QDWLYH�EXVK�WR�ODUJH�WZLVWHG�JDXQW�ROG�WUHHV�WKDW�ZHUH�VWUDLJKW�RXW�RI�
WKH�*REOLQ�IRUHVW�DQG�WKH�ODUJH�SLQH�IRUHVWV�LQ�WKH�GULHU�DOSLQH�FOLPDWH�DUHDV���)LQDOO\��DW�WKH�WRS�� 
LW�ZDV�D�SUHWW\�EDUUHQ�ZLQG�VZHSW�ODQGVFDSH�

My Garmin3�UHFRUGHG�D�WRWDO�DVFHQW�RI������P�DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�PDJQL¿FHQW�FOLPE�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�
�±�NP�GHVFHQW�WKDW�ZDV�ZHOFRPHG�DIWHU���NP�RI�VROLG�FOLPELQJ���-XVW�ZKHQ�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�JRW�D�
JRRG�WHPSR�JRLQJ��ERRP�WKH�URDG�JRHV�VWUDLJKW�XS�IRU�WKH�ODVW���NP�ZLWK�LPSRVVLEOH�JUDGLHQWV�
RI�XS�WR�����VKRZLQJ�XS�RQ�P\�*36���(YHQ�WKH���W�VSURFNHW�,�LQVWDOOHG�RQ�P\�ELNH�HVSHFLDOO\�
IRU�WKLV�HYHQW�ZDV�QRW�HQRXJK�DV�LQ�VRPH�VHFWLRQV�,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�]LJ�]DJJLQJ���7KH�RQH�JRRG�
WKLQJ�KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKRVH�FORVLQJ�VWDQ]DV�ZDV�WKDW�DIWHU�HYHU\�LPSRVVLEO\�VWHHS�VHFWLRQ��WKH�URDG�
ZRXOG�EULHÀ\�ÀDWWHQ�RXW�EHIRUH�GLVKLQJ�RXW�WKH�SXQLVKPHQW�DJDLQ�

)LQDOO\��WKH��NP�VLJQ�DSSHDUHG��EXW�WKH�JUDGLHQW�MXVW�JRW�HYHQ�VWHHSHU�DQG�ZKDW�PDGH�PDWWHUV�
ZRUVH�ZDV�WUDႈF�ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�SDVV�E\�DQG�VLQFH�,�ZDV�]LJ�]DJJLQJ�D�ELW��D�FDU�QHDUO\�FOLSSHG�
PH�FDXVLQJ�PH�WR�\HOO�LQVDQHO\���7KH�RQORRNHUV�DOVR�\HOOHG�DW�WKH�FDU�WKDW�ZHQW�E\�DV�WKH\�
XQGHUVWRRG�P\�SOLJKW���,�FRXOG�VHH�WKH�¿QLVK�EDQQHU�ORRPLQJ�XS�WKH�WRS�ZLWK�D�ODUJH�FURZG�RI�
SHRSOH�JDWKHUHG�WR�ZDWFK�WKH�¿QLVKHUV���6WLOO�,�KDG����P�RI�VWHHS�KLOO�WR�FOLPE��EXW�,�KDG�UHQHZHG�
HQHUJ\�DQG�SUHVVHG�RQ�WKH�SHGDOV�KDUGHU�DQG�HYHQ�VSULQWHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW����P�±�IUHH�ZKHHOLQJ�
SDVW�WKH�KHDG�FRPPLVVLRQDLUH�ZKR�JDYH�PH�D�KLJK�¿YH���+H�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�KHDG�FRPPLVVLRQDLUH�
for the Tour de Formosa that I had just completed and he knew what a week I had gone 
through.

,¶G�OLNH�WR�VHH�DQRWKHU�FOLPE�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�FDQ�ULYDO�WKLV�PDJQL¿FHQW�EHDVW�ULVLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�
LVODQG�RI�7DLZDQ���$W����NP�ORQJ��HYHQ�IDFWRULQJ�LQ�VRPH�VKRUW�GRZQKLOOV�ZLWKLQ��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�
WKDW�WKLV�LV�WKH�ORQJHVW�DQG�PRVW�YDULHG�EHDXWLIXO�FOLPE�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG���3XW�LW�RQ�\RXU�EXFNHW�OLVW�
RI�F\FOLQJ�HYHQWV�WR�GR�LQ�\RXU�OLIHWLPH���(YHU\�NHHQ�F\FOLVW�,�KDYH�VSRNHQ�WR�DERXW�WKLV�.20�
challenge has gotten excited as the allure of the mountain has gripped their imagination.

https://cyclingtips.com/
KWWSV���F\FOLQJWLSV�FRP���������WDLZDQ�NRP�FKDOOHQJH�D�SHUVRQDO�DFFRXQW�

1 Daniel Carruthers:  New Zealand writer and cyclist
2� EXFNHW�OLVW��OLVW�RI�WKLQJV�\RX�ZDQW�WR�DFKLHYH�LQ�\RXU�OLIHWLPH
3� *DUPLQ��*36�GHYLFH
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