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Extract from a speech by Labour Foreign Secretary Robin Cook to the Social Market Foundation* 
in London

/RQGRQ� ZDV� ¿UVW� HVWDEOLVKHG� DV� WKH� FDSLWDO� RI� D� &HOWLF� %ULWDLQ� E\� 5RPDQV� IURP� ,WDO\��� 
7KH\�ZHUH�LQ�WXUQ�GULYHQ�RXW�E\�6D[RQV�DQG�$QJOHV�IURP�*HUPDQ\���7KH�JUHDW�FDWKHGUDOV�RI�
this land were built mostly by Norman Bishops, but the religion practised in them was secured 
by the succession of a Dutch Prince.  Outside our Parliament, Richard the Lionheart proudly 
VLWV�DVWULGH�KLV�VWHHG���$�V\PERO�RI�%ULWLVK�FRXUDJH�DQG�GH¿DQFH���<HW�KH�VSRNH�)UHQFK�PXFK�RI�
his life and depended on the Jewish community of England to put up the ransom that freed him 
from prison.

7KH�LGHD�WKDW�%ULWDLQ�ZDV�D�³SXUH´�$QJOR�6D[RQ�VRFLHW\�EHIRUH�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�FRPPXQLWLHV�IURP�
the Caribbean, Asia and Africa is fantasy.  But if this view of British identity is false to our past, 
it is false to our future too.  The global era has produced population movements of a breadth and 
richness without parallel in history.

Today’s London is a perfect hub of the globe.  It is home to over 30 ethnic communities of at 
least 10 000 residents each.  In this city tonight, over 300 languages will be spoken by families 
over their evening meal at home.

This pluralism is not a burden we must reluctantly accept.  It is an immense asset that contributes 
to the cultural and economic vitality of our nation.  […]  Our cultural diversity is one of the 
reasons why Britain continues to be the preferred location for multinational companies setting 
up in Europe.

And it isn’t just our economy that has been enriched by the arrival of new communities.   
Our lifestyles and cultural horizons have also been broadened in the process.  This point is 
SHUKDSV�PRUH�UHDGLO\�XQGHUVWRRG�E\�\RXQJ�%ULWRQV��ZKR�DUH�PRUH�RSHQ�WR�QHZ�LQÀXHQFHV�DQG�
more likely to have been educated in a multi-ethnic environment.  But it reaches into every 
aspect of our national life.

Chicken Tikka Masala is now a true British national dish, not only because it is the  
most popular, but because it is a perfect illustration of the way Britain absorbs and adapts 
H[WHUQDO�LQÀXHQFHV���&KLFNHQ�WLNND�LV�DQ�,QGLDQ�GLVK���7KH�PDVDOD�VDXFH�ZDV�DGGHG�WR�VDWLVI\�WKH�
desire of British people to have their meat served in gravy.  […]

The modern notion of national identity cannot be based on race and ethnicity, but must 
be based on shared ideals and aspirations.  Some of the most successful countries in the  
PRGHUQ�ZRUOG��VXFK�DV�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�&DQDGD��DUH�LPPLJUDQW�VRFLHWLHV���7KHLU�H[SHULHQFH�
shows how cultural diversity, allied to a shared concept of equal citizenship, can be a source of 
HQRUPRXV�VWUHQJWK���:H�VKRXOG�GUDZ�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�

Adapted from www.guardian.co.uk (2001)

* Social Market Foundation: a “think tank” that advises governments on new ways to marry economic and social policy 
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- How does the speaker of this text use different appeals to achieve his purpose?


